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October BirOctober BirOctober BirOctober BirOctober Birthdaysthdaysthdaysthdaysthdays

12 ...................................Diana Murray
15 .................................... Edie Wiggins
20 ............................. Barbara Grundler
23 ................................... William Loria
27 .................................. Shawn Fay, Sr.
30 ........................................ Helen Kay

AnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversariesAnniversaries

27 ................ Robert & Joanne Schoyer
27 ........... Jeffrey & Robin Aquafondata

Joseph pictured above with daughter Maddie,
Bishop Henry Scriven & son Wesley.

Dear Friends,

In response to the recent floods and
hurricanes throughout the country a
number of people have asked me the age-
old question, “Do you think God is trying
to tell us something?” My first response is
that God has already told us all we need to
know in the scriptures. Secondly, it is not a
comforting thought for surviving family
members to hear that a good and loving
God has brought disaster on their loved
ones in order to get His message across. At
the same time, there seems to be a
legitimate concern deep within the human
soul, even for those who do not adhere
strictly to the Bible, to at least not willfully
cross the Almighty for fear of the
consequences. For a nation, there seems to
be a similar concern. Thomas Jefferson put
it this way, “I tremble for my country
when I reflect that God is just; that His
justice cannot sleep forever.” Surely, as we
all ponder the condition of our country
and the direction we want it to head, we
would be wise to take heed where God has
spoken so that when His justice comes, in
whatever form, we can stand with a clear
conscience. Let me mention three such
areas where God has spoken clearly and
stated the ensuing consequences.

If there is anything we as Christians
know about Almighty God it is that He is
the Author of life. He created life, He

sustains life, and He offers eternal life.
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.
God is all about life and nothing could be
a fouler stench in His nostrils than the
dismembering of innocent babies though
abortion. Of course, it has been thirty
years and 40 million babies and many are
tired of the issue but it should make us
wonder, with Tom Jefferson, can His
justice sleep forever? “I have set before you
life and death, blessings and curses,” says
the Lord. “Now choose
life….”(Deuteronomy 30:19)

The second issue where God has
spoken clearly is in the area of marriage
and sexuality, more specifically, in the
sacredness of the institution of Holy
Matrimony. From the creation account in
the book of Genesis to the ministry of
Jesus and His apostles, no relationship
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ALPHA started on Tuesday, September
21 with a Rib Barbecue and has been
going strong ever since! Please feel free
to join us as the course continues . You
won’t be lost if you missed the previous
sessions. Each session stands alone and
the lessons are a great starting point for
discussion and sharing. There are also
plenty of opportunities to help out,
especially with the Alpha Task Force
(setup, cleanup, and general helping
out).   Watch your bulletin inserts or
call Kathy Walzer at 412-487-5912 for
more information or if you would like
to help in any way.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

Sunday .............................................................................  8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I
...........................................................................................................  9:15 a.m. Adult Ed.
..................................................................................................  10:30 a.m. Family Service
......................................................................................................  & Children’s Ministries
Tuesday .......................................................................  6:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer time

Tuesday ......................................................................................    6:30 p.m. Alpha Course

Wednesdays .........................................................  12:00 noon Healing Service and Lunch

Thursdays .....................................................   7:30 p.m. Contemporary Worship Practice

Saturday ............................................................  1st & 3rd weeks at 7:30 a.m. Men’s Group

SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER
Friday, October 1 ..........................................................   6:30 p.m. Sudan mission speaker
Saturday, Oct. 2 ............................................................................   1:00 p.m. Golf Outing
Sunday, October 3 .........................................................................   4:00 p.m. Pet Blessing
Monday, October 11 ................................................................   7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting
Friday, October 15 ...................................................   Marriage march on Washington DC
Friday, October 29 .................................................   6:30 p.m. All Saints’ Children’s Party
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With a number of key gifts already
pledged, Anglican Relief and
Development (ARD) is set to make a
positive difference in the lives of tens of
thousands of people.  According to
Bishop Robert Duncan, the new
organization will parallel Episcopal
Relief and Development and United
Thank Offering in giving Episcopalians
in Pittsburgh and all over the United
States ways to help those suffering
around the world.

The new fund, which was launched
on September 29, is especially interested
in reaching out to Anglicans in the
Global South, said the Very Rev. Peter
Moore, recently retired Dean President
of Trinity Episcopal School for Ministry
in Ambridge and the Chairman of the
Board for ARD. As they begin their first
year of operation, ARD is working to
fund a total budget of $1.25 million, said
Moore. The money will then be
apportioned among scores of projects,
most of which with an individual price
tag between $10,000 and $30,000, will
do everything from build clinics in poor
areas of Cairo, Egypt, to support
evangelism efforts in Argentina.

ARD will begin distributing
detailed information about ways that
Episcopalians can support its work soon.
More information is also available by
contacting ARD directly at 100
Matsonford Road, Suite 130, Five
Radnor Corporate Center, Radnor, PA
19087. Tel: 610-647-1943. Tax
deductible gifts for ARD may be sent
to: ARD, 905 Oliver Building, 535
Smithfield Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.
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between human beings is held in higher esteem than the marriage
bond between a man and a woman, even to the extent of
representing the relationship between Christ and His Church
(Ephesians 5:32). Countless Christian leaders consider this the
bulwark issue of civilized society and go so far as to say that if we
as a nation loose the distinctive sacredness of marriage as God has
ordained it in His word we jeopardize the very existence of our
social order.

The third issue is that of the proper use of money. Jesus
spoke more about money than any other topic and the bottom
line was simple: To paraphrase, where your treasure is, your heart
will be also so make sure the Lord is your God and money is not.
When money becomes a god, those who have it become greedy,
those who don’t become envious, and the hostility between the
two increases until the system collapses, a la French Revolution.
Throughout the Bible we see a God who rewards hard work,
expects charity, and promises provision for those who trust Him.
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The Holy Alphabet
(With thanks to Joanne Shoyer for this and “Some
Christian Humor,” located in the next column)

A lthough things are not perfect

B ecause of trial or pain

C ontinue in thanksgiving

D o not begin to blame.

E ven when the times are hard

F ierce winds are bound to blow

G od is forever able

H old on to what you know.

I magine life without His love

J oy would cease to be.

K eep thanking Him for all the things

L ove imparts to thee.

M ove out of “Camp Complaining”

N o weapon that is known

O n earth can yield the power

P raise can do alone.

Q uit looking at the future

R edeem the time at hand

S tart every day with worship

T o “thank” is a command.

U ntil we see Him coming

V ictorious in the sky

W e’ll run the race with gratitude

e X alting God most high.

Y es, there’ll be good times bad times, but...

Z ion waits in glory...where none are ever sad!
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There was a very gracious lady who was mailing an old family
Bible to her brother in another part of the country. “Is there
anything breakable in here?” asked the postal clerk. ”Only the Ten
Commandments.” answered the lady. 

“Somebody has said there are only two kinds of people in the
world. There are those who wake up in the morning and say,
“Good morning, Lord,” and there are those who wake up in the
morning and say, “Good Lord, its morning.” 

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city
because he was short of time and couldn’t find a space with a
meter. Then he put a note under the windshield wiper that read:
“I have circled the block 10 times. If I don’t park here, I’ll miss
my appointment. Forgive us our trespasses.” When he returned,
he found a citation from a police officer along with this note “I’ve
circled this block for 10 years. If I don’t give you a ticket I’ll lose
my job. Lead us not into temptation.” 

There is the story of a pastor who got up one Sunday and
announced to his congregation: “I have good news and bad news.
The good news is, we have enough money to pay for our new
building program. The bad news is, it’s still out there in your
pockets.” 

While driving in Pennsylvania, a family caught up to an Amish
carriage. The owner of the carriage obviously had a sense of
humor, because attached to the back of the carriage was a hand
printed sign... “Energy efficient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass.
Caution: Do not step in exhaust.” 

People want the front of the bus, the back of the church, and the
center of attention. 

A system that either promotes greed and gluttony or rewards sloth
and envy has never stood the test of time or received God’s graces
for long. “You cannot serve both God and money.” (Matthew
6:24).

How we respond to these timeless messages is the tough
part. We live in a culture that is increasingly hostile to God’s truth
and the people who desire to live it. At the same time many
people are worried about the future and looking for answers. We
need to repent of our own compromise of God’s message and then
pray for courage and strength to stand like a lighthouse in these
stormy times. The eternal reward far outweighs the temporary
cost.

May God continue to bless us,

Joseph
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