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January Birthdays

(" Message From the Rector:

Just Being Realistic

2 Connie Lawther
D Kitty Fullerton

Melissa Ernst
10 Leo Gilch
) Bernice Goncar
19, John Purdy
20, Helene Maglott
21 Patricia Purdy
30. i Shelby Perry

Memorial Projects Coming Along
Many people have asked about the new
brick pillars along the driveway entrance
to the church. These welcoming memorials
along with additional items are in honor of
our members who have passed away and
to whom many people have donated gifts
to the church. A dedication service will be
held in the spring when the projects are
completed (An extended concrete pad in
the front of the church with two benches).
At that time we will honor our past
members and their families and say thank
you to all those who have given in memory

of their friends and loved ones.

Church e-news in Circulation
The Church of Our Saviour has begun a
new e-news service to help communicate
useful information to members and friends
of the church. The rector is the only sender
in this service and the messages will be
kept to a minimum. If you did not receive
the test message and would like to be
included in this service email the church at
office@churchworthfinding.org and let us
know. If you know of someone who might
want to be on the list have them send us
an email. The list of email recipients will be
blocked when sending messages.

Baskets Bring Love and Cheer
The ministry of taking Christmas baskets
to members and friends of the church has
once again brought Christmas joy to many.
One recipient commented, “I can't believe
all of the gifts, you all are so wonderful.”
This ministry, begun by Church of Our
Saviour member, Dorothy Saladiak, has
blossomed into a wonderful opportunity
for the whole church to contribute and
send their love, and they have. What a

blessing.
L essing

Dear Friends,

I realize we all prefer cheerful letters,
especially at the start of a new year and we all
want to believe that the future holds better
things than the painful past, and in many
ways that will be true, praise the Lord, but
let’s face it, 2005 was a disastrous year, and in
the case of the Episcopal Church, we might
as well be realistic in accepting
the fact that 2006 could be
worse. In the following article
I want to try to get everybody
up to speed and prepared for
what the future holds for the
Episcopal Church in 2006.

First, a brief background
and some important terms to
understand (I realize some of
this will be redundant for some
of you.); “In the beginning”
most of Europe was Roman
Catholic. In the 16™ century King Henry the
8™ of England broke ties with the Pope and
the Church of England, the Anglican Church,
was established. Through English colonization
and missionary work the Anglican Church
was spread throughout the world. There are
now some 38 Anglican Provinces in Africa,
South America, Asia, and around the world
that make up the Anglican Communion.
The Episcopal Church is one of 38 Anglican
provinces in the world each with their own
Primate, or head Bishop. In the case of the
Episcopal Church, the primate is called the
Presiding Bishop. Within the provinces and
“underneath” the Primates are Diocesan
Bishops, priests, deacons, etc. The Archbishop
of Canterbury is the “head Bishop” of the

Anglican Communion but without the same
authority as the Pope.

Where as all provinces have their
own constitutions (like all dioceses), they
are all “bound” by their membership in
the Communion to abide by the basic
beliefs and doctrines of the
Anglican Church. Every ten
years the Primates from all of
the Provinces gather to clarify
doctrine and set policy for the
Communion. The Episcopal
Church, like the rest of the
provinces, by their membership
in the communion, agree to
abide by the policies established
by primates. In the 1998
gathering of Primates (Lambeth
1998) the policy was established
that homosexual behavior and
the ordination of practicing homosexuals
was forbidden by scripture and therefore not
allowed in the Anglican Communion.

At the 2003 General Convention, the
Episcopal Church consecrated as Bishop a
practicing homosexual who left his wife and
children for his partner, they contradicted
the agreed policy of Lambeth 98 and in doing
so “broke communion” with the rest of the
Anglican Church. When all hell broke loose
within the communion and fracture seemed
immanent, the Archbishop of Canterbury
established the Lambeth Commission to access
the situation and make recommendations for
keeping the communion together. The result

was the Windsor Report which, basically
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WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

SUNAAY oot 8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:15 a.m. Adult Education

10:00 a.m. Contemporary Music Practice

10:30 a.m. Family Service

& Children’s Ministries

Tuesday ..o.cceeveereeiiecc e 6:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Time

Wednesdays ......coeereereinerineninineeneceeeneene 12:00 noon Healing Service and Lunch

Thursdays ..cccoveeveverenenereenneeceneneeceseeneees 6:00 -7:30 p.m. Brownies meet bi-weekly

Saturdays .oo.eevveerieinieire e 7:30 a.m. Men’s Group the 1" and 3" Saturday

SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY

Sunday January 8 .......cccoeceriiniini e Resume Christian Ed, 9:15 a.m.
Sunday January 15 ......ccccoiniiiiininns Shepherd’s Heart, Meet in parking lot at 4:30 p.m.
Thursday January 19......ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiccccccee Vestry Nominations Due
Saturday January 21 .......cccocoiiiiiiiiii s Italian Party at the Fays
Sunday January 29 ... Annual Meeting, lunch at 11:45 a.m.

Please pray for the all the parishioners in the bulletin.
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upheld Lambeth 98 and called the Episcopal
Church to express regret for what they had
done and agree not to do it again. So far that
has not happened. The Anglican Communion
Network, of which Bishop Duncan is the
Moderator, is a group of Episcopal Dioceses
and churches who uphold Lambeth 98 and
desire to remain a member of the Anglican
Communion.

In June of 2006 the Episcopal Church
will meet again for its General Convention
and decide whether or not to abide by the
Windsor Report and remain a part of the
Anglican Communion. All signs indicate
that will not happen and the communion will
fracture. What that means for the Church of
Our Saviour is yet to be determined. We will
continue to follow the Lord in accordance
with the holy scriptures and stand firm in
support of Bishop Duncan. My hope is that
we will continue to grow in our relationship
with the Lord and stay focused on the mission
of the church, to spread the gospel of Jesus
Christ to the people of Glenshaw and the ends
of the earth. One thing we can count on is the
words of Jesus, “I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”

T

In Christ alone, . 7/ 'f7 &

Joseph Jr

“Book of Daniel” Gets it Half Right

what the Episcopal Church is supposed to

stand for, they’re even more clueless now
after watching NBC’s Friday night series “The
Book of Daniel’ which aired Friday, January 6.
The tragedy of the series is not the “colorful”
cast of characters and the broken and pitiful
lives portrayed, although many have found
that offensive enough. The real tragedy is that,
like many institutional churches, the Episcopal
Church has failed to communicate the other
half of the Gospel message.

In case you missed opening night, the
cast includes the following; the main character,
Daniel, a drug addicted Episcopal Priest (but
a nice guy), his alcoholic wife, a drug dealing
daughter, a homosexual son, a sex crazed son,
asister in law having a lesbian affair, a Catholic
Priest involved with the mob, and a cool,
friendly Jesus figure. The story was written

If the culture was confused before about

by a homosexual, ex-catholic Buddhist and
centers around a wealthy, scandalous Episcopal
Church. But that’s not the real tragedy.

The fact is, the show is no more raunchy
that half the shows on TV. Sex, drugs, shattered
lives, twisted morals, we've seen it all before,
and it’s not far off from reality or the biblical
depiction of the human condition. That half
is right on. “All have sinned and fallen short
of the glory of God.

The real tragedy is that no one watching
the show will ever hear the good news of the
true gospel of Jesus Christ from the show’s
Episcopal Church or from many others
around the country, the good news that all
people, like the cast of Daniel, are desperately
loss in sin but Jesus Christ has paid our debt in
full and we are made righteous by believing in
him. What a great ending that would make!

Top Left and Center:

Santa was a big hit at the Greens Brunch

on December 18. After a dedicated team
decorated the sanctuary, everyone gathered in
the undercroft for lunch and a surprise visit by
“You know who.”

Top Right:
An impromptu New Years Eve was thrown
together so Parishioners could welcome 2006.

Lefi:

Joseph Martin leads an appreciative congrega-
tion in applause to show their appreciation to
the children who participated in the annual
pageant on December 18. The large shepherd
on the left is Jeff Acquafondata, who narrated.



